Guidelines for Preparing the Master's Literature Review

Purpose of the Literature Review

Each of these undertakings provides the graduate student an opportunity to demonstrate analytical ability and comprehensive undertaking of a subject. They allow the student to explore and analyze a problem relevant to the area of concentration. The thesis and dissertation, moreover, provide an opportunity for the student to develop and demonstrate skills relevant to original laboratory research.

M.S. Literature Review

This may be used to fulfill a requirement of the Plan A track for a Master of Science degree in each Master’s program offered by the Graduate School. It should be a comprehensive review of the scientific literature regarding a well-defined area of research, scientific theory, etc. The document should be more than a simple compilation of published studies. It should demonstrate the student’s ability to analyze critically and synthesize related facts into a comprehensive view.

The student should undertake this work at least one semester before the semester of anticipated graduation. With appropriate guidance from the faculty advisor, the student should define a suitable topic. A brief (2-4 page) proposal, outlining the topic and hypotheses to be explored and including a listing or brief discussion of key papers or questions related to this topic, may prove very helpful in focusing the student’s efforts. This proposal is not a formal program requirement, however.

During the semester in which the student expects to write and submit the Literature Review, the student should register for the one-credit Literature Review course appropriate to the student’s department. Candidates for the Master’s degree in Basic Medical Sciences should register for the Literature Review course in the department most appropriate for the topic of the Literature Review. This is usually the major advisor’s department. The student should continue to consult frequently with the advisor during the literature research and the early drafts of the literature review itself. 

